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Padasalai’s Centum Coaching Team – Special Question Paper 

ENGLISH PAPER - I 

TIME:2 ½ HRS        MAX. MARKS : 100 

Standard: 10                 Note  : This question paper contains five sections. 

Section – I (Vocabulary :20 marks ) 

Part I 

1. Choose the appropriate synonym of the underlined words:   5 × 1 = 5 

 

Everyone in this world has their own (i)accomplishments. But one has to have an 

(ii)unquenchable thirst to achieve his goals. He should not (iii)restrict himself to a 

meaner state. Rather he must develop his abilities to attain (iv)soaring personality by 

achieving greater goals. If then his life will be a (v)fascinating one to all others who 

try to achieve greater heights. 

 

(i) a. abilities  b. plans  c. actions  d. achivements 

(ii) a. appeasable b. satifying  c. voracious  d. reducing 

(iii) a. constrict  b. control  c. surrender  d. give up 

(iv) a. rising  b. dropping  c. descending  d. oozing 

(v) a. tiresome  b. tedious  c. moving  d. interesting 

 

2. Choose the appropriate antonym of the underlined words:  5 × 1 = 5 

 

Birds that arrive in winter make their (i)exodus in summer. They are unable to bear 

the (ii)blazing heat and the lack of water in lakes and rivers. Though they are 

(iii)grateful to the nature, global warming became a great threat to them. It has 

become a (iv)mighty thing, which specifically threatens them. So, growing trees has 

become an (v)indispensable thing to save birds. By growing trees we can also save 

ourselves and the mother earth. 

 

(i) a. migration b. inflow  c. outflow  d. departure 

(ii) a. burning  b. evaporating  c. freezing  d. melting 

(iii) a. obliged  b. appreciatory c. thankless  d.  liberty 

(iv) a. influential b. powerful  c. brave  d. weak 

(v) a. unnecessary b. important  c. needed  d.  vital 

 

Part II 

Answer any 10 of the following.        10 × 1 = 10 

 

3. Which of the following is the right expansion of ASLV? 

a. Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle 

b. Arrangement of Satellite Launching Vehicle 

c. Automatic Satellite Launch Vehicle 

d. Aerial Satellite Launch Vehicle 

4. Fill in the blanks with the correct homophones 

This ............. is very safety for the ................. to land. (plain, plane) 
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5. Replace the underlined word with its equivalent American English word 

The advertisements are very interesting. 

6. Which of the words given below can be placed after the word out to form a 

compound word? 

a. defined  b. active  c. sourcing  d. bed 

7. What is the plural form of the word ‘summons’? 

a. summones  b. Summons  c. Summonse  d. summonaes 

8. Attach a suffix to the word from the list given below to complete the sentence. 

Accurate.............. is vital in calculation. 

a. ion   b. Ment  c. Cy   d. ty 

9. Replace the underlined word in the sentence with one of the phrasal verbs given 

below to convey the same meaning: 

Sanjitha quit his job unwisely. 

a. threw on  b. Threw out  c. Threw in  d. Threw off 

10. Separate the syllables of any one of the following words: 

a. grandeur  b. Institution  c. invidious 

11. Choose the appropriate word to make a meaningful sentence: 

During the function the entire hall was very........................... 

a. quite   b. quiet 

12. Construct a sentence using one of the words given below: 

a. equal  b. equate   c. equality 

13. Reframe the sentence using underlined word as verb: 

Dedication elevates you to greater heights. 

14. Which of the two sentences given below conveys the following meaning? 

She has almost completed her assignment. 

a. She has still to do a lot in her assignment. 

b. She will be free from her assignment within a short time. 

 

SECTION - II (GRAMMAR – 25 MARKS) 

PART-I 

Answer all the questions following 

Respond to the following as directed      10 × 1 = 10 

 

15. Which of the options given below will suit the following sentence? 

      If the teacher had used audio visual aids,………………………. 

a. We would have been interested in the class. 

b. We would be interested in the class. 

c. We will be interested in the class. 

16. Identify the pattern of the following sentence 

From the park, Raju travelled to the temple. 

a. S V O A  b. A S V A   c. A S V C 

17. Choose the correct question tag for the following statements 

Everybody appreciated him for his performance, …………………………? 

a. didn’t us  b. did us   c. didn’t they 

18. Complete the sentence 

Very few games are ………………………… Cricket. 

a. as interesting as b. more interesting than c. one of the most interesting 
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19. Choose the sentence which correctly conveys the meaning of the sentence given 

below 

As soon as it rained we came inside. 

a. Because we came inside it rained. 

b. No sooner did it rain we came inside. 

c. We came inside because it rained. 

20. Complete the sentence 

……………………….  Heavy snow the flight may be cancelled. 

a. In spite of  b. according to  c. because of 

21. Choose the correct verb form to complete the sentence 

My mother made the servant……… the work. 

a. Did   b. do     c. to do 

22. Choose the correct phrase to complete the sentence 

Fools are susceptible……………… 

a. On flattery  b. for flattery   c. to flattery 

23. Choose the appropriate article to complete the sentence. 

The patient had to take …………… X- ray. 

a. A   b. an    c. the 

24. Choose the appropriate preposition to complete the sentence 

They selected me for the job only ……. merit. 

a. on   b. in    c. along 

 

PART – II 

Answer all the questions 

Rewrite as directed         5 × 2 = 10 

 

25. From the context of the two sentences given below form a single sentence. 

The baby was hungry. It refused to drink milk. 

26. Rewrite the sentence using the passive voice 

Has the boy returned my cycle? He had borrowed it. 

27. Rewrite the sentence in indirect speech. 

Indra said to Reetha,‛Please explain this question to me once again. I can’t 

understand it.‛ 

28. From the context of two sentences given below, form a single sentence using the ‘if’ 

clause. 

He did not see him breaking the chair. He informed the principal. 

29. Read the following sentences about Expenditure of a publisher and write an 

observation in a single sentence using any one of the degrees of comparison 

Editing expenses cost Rs. 2500 per month. 

Printing expenses cost Rs. 5000 per month. 

Stationery expenses cost Rs. 6000 per month. 

Distributing expenses cost Rs. 4000 per month. 

Advertisement expenses cost Rs. 2000 per month. 
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PART –III 

30. Punctuate the following sentence       5 

the baron said the old gentleman with a smile has commissioned me to bring you 

this letter 

SECTION – III  

(PROSE – 15 MARKS) 

PART – I 

 

Answer briefly any five of the following questions   5 × 2 = 10 

(Your answer should not exceed 30 words) 

31. Why did Trevor remark that such beggar as models were not to be met with every 

day? 

32. Why didn’t the narrator play the piano after the terrible incident? 

33. How would you define the true spirit of discipline? 

34. What according to Peter Gleick will be the future when the water supplies are 

diminished? 

35. How are children affected by labour law? 

36. What could be the meaning of the phrase ‘carrying winter on their back‛? 

37. What are the things that reflect the generous attitude of the Chola and King and his 

family? 

PART – II 

Answer in a paragraph any one of the following questions 

(your paragraph should not exceed 120 words)    1 × 5 = 5 

38. (a) What lesson does Messiaen each mankind through his attitude towards music 

while he was in the concentration camp?    (OR) 

(b) What are the alarming threats foreseen by environmentalists, due to water 

scarcity?        (OR) 

(c) What makes the Brihadeeswarar Temple unique and outstanding? 

 

SECTION – IV (POETRY – 20 MARKS) 

PART – I 

Quote from memory one of the following extracts.    1 × 5 = 5 

 

39. (a) Five lines of the poem ‚Going for Water‛ 

From : With laughter........................... 

To : ..................................the brook.    (OR) 

(b) Five lines of the poem ‚The Cry of the Children‛ 

From : If we cared................................... 

To : ..................................... drooping. 

 

PART -II 

Read the following sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below  5 × 1 = 5 

40. “Perhaps a beautiful heart 

We never thought was there” 

What does ‘beautiful heart’ mean? 

41. “With the great black piano appassionato. The glamour” 

What does ‘appassionato’ mean? 
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42. “If you can meet with triumph and disaster 

And treat those two impostors just the same” 

Why does the poet say ‘triumph and disaster’ as impostors? 

43. “We fall upon our faces, trying to go” 

What is the condition of the children expressed through this line? 

44. “Decades of practice 

Heirlooms of rich traditions” 

What are the ‚heirlooms of rich traditions‛? 

 

PART – III 

Read the following lines from the poems you have studied and answer the questions 

given below         5 × 1 = 5 

45. “What gems would we see” 

What is the figure of speech employed in this line? 

46. “If you can fill the unforgiving minute 

With sixty second’ worth of distance run 

Yours is the earth and everything that’s in it 

And, what is more, you’ll be a man, my son.” 

What is the rhyme scheme of the above lines? 

47. “Like gnomes that hid us from the moon” 

What is the figure of speech employed in the above line? 

48. “O ye wheels” 

Write down the figure of speech employed in this line. 

49. “The globe’s my work. The cloud’s my kin 

I care not where the skies begin; 

I spread my wings through all the din 

Through fears and fright I fly my flight” 

Pick out the rhyming words in the above line. 

 

PART – IV 

Answer in a paragraph any one of the following questions   1 × 5 = 5 

Your paragraph should not exceed 120 words 

50. (a) Write a paragraph on the poet’s reminiscences about the childhood days.  (OR) 

(b) How does the bird’s life differ from the life of the human beings?        (OR) 

(c) How does the poet describe the life of the children working in the mines? 

 

SECTION – V 

LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow  5 × 2 = 10 

 

51. Helen Keller was born into a middle class family in a small town in Alabama in 1880. 

When she was about nineteen months old she fell ill. The doctors called it ‚Brain 

fever‛. She recovered from the fever after many days, but the illness left her deaf and 

blind. After her illness, Helen would have terrible temper tantrums and throw things 

around the house. Some people in the family felt Helen must be put into a hospital. 

Helen’s mother did not want to give up on her, so she and her husband met a 
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specialist. The doctor sent them to see Alexander Graham Bell. Bell was then teaching 

deaf Children. Finally, the Keller’s found a teacher for Helen. She was a partially 

blind woman named Anne Sullivan. Anne taught Helen to spell words and also 

worked on improving Helen’s manners. Helen soon began to read and type Braille. 

She attended Radcliffe College and was the first deaf and blind person to go for 

higher education. She began to write books. Her stories helped people understand 

that having a disability should not stop you from doing what you want to do with 

your life. 

 

Questions 

a. Describe the family background of Helen Keller. 

b. What was the result of Brain fever on Helen? 

c. What did the people in the family feel about Helen? 

d. Who was Anne Sullivan? 

e. Write any two achievements of Helen Keller. 

 

52. Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences   5 × 1 = 5 

 

a. Looking through the window and he saw the stranger. 

b. There was a fight among the two brothers. 

c. The police has made several arrests. 

d. He left this place a hour ago. 

e. A kind teacher always makes us to learn better. 

 

53. Look at the picture given below and answer the following questions in one or two 

sentences of your own.       5 × 1 = 5 

 

 
a. What do you see in this picture? 

b. What is wrong with them? 

c. What would be the danger of riding bikes like these people in the picture? 

d. Write any two safety measures to be followed while driving. 

e. Suggest a suitable title. 

Preapared by 

S. Gopinath M.A., B.Ed., Govt Boys Hr. Sec. School, Valappady, Salem – 636115. 
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